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What makes a bird turn to serial killing? Trauma in the egg? 
Coming from a broken nest? Beak envy? We just don’t know. But we 
do know that for some reason as time moves forward more birds 
die. And some of them were probably killed. By serial killers. 
So let’s take a look at some of the best serial killing birds 
from history and beyond...

Jackdaw Ripper
Jackdaw Ripper was an unidentified serial killing 
Victorian corvid. He killed several blue tits in the 
Twitechapel area of London. He was never caught and 
the only description ever given was of a small crow 
in a top hat fleeing the scene of one of the murders.

The Boston Warbler
The Boston Warbler is a name attributed to the murderer of several lap-
wings in Boston, Massachusetts, United States, in the early 1960s. He was 
believed to have killed his victims by warbling them to death. Somehow. 
Because he was a warbler. I was going to say he warbled them to death with 
a silk stocking but that seems a bit too silly.

Bird Bath Murderer
The Bird Bath Murderer was an English serial killer in the 
1940s. He did not actually use bird baths to kill his vic-
tims but rather as a method of body disposal. This proved 
ineffective when the hoopolice found all nine bodies and 
within a fortnight he was convicted of multiple murders and 
subsequently executed.

Bird and Hare
Bird and Hare were a bird and a hare. They 
started as body snatchers in Edinburgh, Scot-
land over a period of about ten months in 1828. 
They would steal bodies from their graves to 
sell to Doctor Robert Knots as dissection ma-
terial for his well-attended anatomy lectures. 
Soon they discovered it easier to kick star-
lings down the stairs near their local inn as 
they went home and sell the resultant stiffs. 
They made a fortune and were let off when it 
went to court because the judge respected their 
entrepreneurial spirit.


