
The Birdwatching Code
That’s 2.85 million adults with no friends. And I’m not surprised. All 
the ones I’ve seen are utterly contemptible. So it’s about time there was a 
definitive birdwatching code to organise these “people”. I’ve done some 
research and, yeah, sure; the RSPB have their namby-pamby misguided 
one. But I reckon I can do better. So here it is, The Baldmonkey Seen A 
Bird Birdwatching Code; ten rules for making a better birding and that.

2.85 million adults aged over 15 in Britain go birdwatching 
regularly or occasionally. 

1. Shut your face.

2. Point out any birds you 
see.

8. Disturb the birds. 

9. Kill the birds.

4. Share your sightings.

5. Discourage new birdwatchers.

Birdwatching is a hobby which is reserved for peo-
ple who don’t have any friends. If I wanted friends I’d 
have a better hobby. Birdwatching is not interesting 
to do. No one will want to do it with you. Birdwatch-
ing is not interesting to discuss. No one will want to 
talk to you about it. That’s the whole 
point; a miserable activity for actively 
avoiding humanity. So next time you 
pass me at some nature reserve or oth-
er, just keep walking, Mr Beardy, don’t 
even make eye contact. I hate you.

Although you should never try to be-
friend other birders, it is only decent 
to assist each other in spotting as many birds in as 
short an amount of time as possible; this is, after all, 
the whole joy of birdwatching. To this end, whenever 
you spot a bird it is your duty to point at it and shout, 
as loudly as possible, “I JUST SEEN A BIRD! COME 
SEEN THE BIRD I SEEN!” Use a megaphone if pos-
sible. Also, if you spot a nest, draw attention to it for 
other birders by dropping a lit flare in it.

3. Be quick. 

6. Use a halogen torch.

Birdwatching is a speed sport. A quick glance, as-
sume it is a sparrow and move on. NO DAWDLING. 
Otherwise it’s bird-ogling which is only a step away 
from bird-harassing. Which is perverse.

Some birds are sneaky. They try to avoid detection by 
only existing in the dark. When looking for owls, the 
only nocturnal bird, use a powerful flashlight while 
stomping about in the woods. If you spot an owl, 

aim the flashlight into their eyes. This 
stuns the bird, allowing the birder am-
ple time to mark the bird with spray 
paint.

But lie about them. It’s what everyone else does any-
way.

New birdwatchers get in the way. Never be tempted 
to lie and suggest to people that birdwatching is in-
teresting or beneficial. We don’t want new people. 
They might seen all the good birds before you get a 
chance to seen them.

10. Never make eye contact with a 
greenfinch.

7. Go wherever you like.

Trespass laws should not apply to bird-
ers because they are nobodies. If no-
body breaks into private land then no 
crime has been committed. Explain 

this to landowners as you traipse across their gardens.

Disturbed birds are easier to see. If you march about 
playing trumpet you will bring many more birds into 
view. If a trumpet is unavailable, bagpipes, cellos or 
bass drums are all good alternatives. This has the 
added advantage of entertaining other birders as bird 
watching is a very boring hobby.

Dead birds are even easier to see. Take an air rifle and 
shoot at anything that moves. 
You can then seen the corpses 
at your leisure, without hav-
ing to sneak about and that. 
However, you must show 
some restraint, try not to 
shoot birds in the face as the 
face is very useful for IDing a 
bird.


